
The Sherwood School
Information about Assessment



The Sherwood School

Assessment System

 At The Sherwood we use Merton’s 

Assessment System to monitor and record 

children’s learning progress in Reading, 

Writing and Maths.

 Children’s progress is measured in ‘steps’ 

against the year’s group objectives.  Each 

child is expected to make 3 steps of progress 

in the academic year, from their starting 

point (usually one step per term).

 In some cases a child may make more than 3 

steps and make ‘accelerated’ progress.



Reporting Progress and 

Attainment

 We will report children’s progress to parents

and carers each term at our consultation

events. The terminology used is that each child

should have made 1 step of progress each term

and is working at ‘Age Related Expectations’.

 We may also describe children who are

exceeding age related expectations as working

at ‘greater depth’.

 Children may also be described as working

‘below’ or ‘towards’ age related expectations.

 Work is carefully adapted to ensure that tasks

challenge children working at different stages

of their year group curriculum.



Reporting Progress and 

Attainment

 If a child is not yet ‘secure’ in their year 
group curriculum, they may be completing 
objectives from the previous year group and 
then ‘working towards’ their year group 
objectives.

 If a child has special educational needs, they 
may be working below their year group’s 
expectations. Work will be carefully 
differentiated to enable progress to be made 
from children’s starting points. 

 Pre and post teaching will further support 
progress, along with intervention groups and 
‘catch-up’ sessions.



Progress & Attainment in other 

subjects of the curriculum

 Progress and attainment is also measured 

across science and the foundation 

subjects each term.

 We have in-school systems for teachers to 

record children’s progress against the 

objectives in the following subjects:

 Science

 Computing

 Humanities (history and geography)

 PE



Formative Assessment
 Teachers and teaching assistants are 

continually assessing children’s progress 

throughout the school day. This is done 

through a range of Assessment for Learning 

strategies:

Questioning

Marking and feedback

 Retrieval Practice (low stakes tests and quizzes: 

spelling, times tables, knowledge organisers)

 Peer assessment

 Self assessment

 Further analysis of work

Gaps analysis

 Target setting



Writing Samples: KS1 ARE
• demarcating most sentences with capital letters 

and full stops and with some use of question marks 

and exclamation marks

• using sentences with different forms in their 

writing (statements, questions, exclamations and 

commands)

• using some expanded noun phrases to describe 

and specify

• using present and past tense mostly correctly and 

consistently

• using co-ordination (or / and / but) and some 

subordination (when / if / that / because)

• segmenting spoken words into phonemes and 

representing these by graphemes, spelling many 

correctly

• spelling many common exception words

• spelling some words with contracted forms

• adding suffixes to spell some words correctly in 

their writing

e.g. –ment, –ness, –ful, –less, –ly

• using the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed 

to join letters in some of their writing

• writing capital letters and digits of the correct size, 

orientation and relationship to one another and to 

lower case letters

• using spacing between words that reflects the size 

of the letters. 



Writing Samples: KS1 Exceeding 

• using the full range of 

punctuation taught at key stage 1 

mostly correctly

• spelling most common 

exception words

• spelling most words with 

contracted forms

• adding suffixes to spell most 

words correctly in their writing,

e.g. –ment, –ness, –ful, –less, –ly

• using the diagonal and 

horizontal strokes needed to join 

letters in most of their writing



Writing Samples: KS2 ARE
• creating atmosphere, and integrating dialogue to 

convey character and advance the action

• selecting vocabulary and grammatical structures 

that reflect the level of formality required mostly 

correctly

• using a range of cohesive devices, including 

adverbials, within and across sentences and 

paragraphs

• using passive and modal verbs mostly 

appropriately

• using a wide range of clause structures, 

sometimes varying their position within the 

sentence

• using adverbs, preposition phrases and expanded 

noun phrases effectively to add detail, 

qualification and precision

• using inverted commas, commas for clarity, and 

punctuation for parenthesis mostly correctly, and 

making some correct use of semi-colons, dashes, 

colons and hyphens

• spelling most words correctly (years 5 and 6)

• maintaining legibility, fluency and speed in 

handwriting through choosing whether or not to 

join specific letters.



Writing Samples: KS2 ARE



Writing Samples: KS2 Exceeding

• managing shifts between levels of formality 

through selecting vocabulary precisely and by 

manipulating grammatical structures

• selecting verb forms for meaning and effect

• using the full range of punctuation taught at 

key stage 2, including colons and semi-colons 

to mark the boundary between independent 

clauses, mostly correctly.



Writing Samples: KS2 Exceeding


